Preserving the Identity of Palestinian Embroidery

The Cambridge Centre for Palestine Studies invites you to attend an exclusive session about

“Preserving the Identity of Palestinian Embroidery”
Date: Thursday 24th February 2022

Time: 6pm (UK), 7pm (CET), 8pm (Palestine)
Via Zoom - Webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89547897088?pwd=U09LRzRSbjRQeDMzaVlIMFFHb052QT09
Passcode: 193582
Webinar ID: 895 4789 7088

Speakers/Panelists:

-

Mrs Widad Kawar

-

Mrs Tania Nasir

-

Dr Salua Qidan

-

Ms Shirabe Yamada

Director and Convener:
Dr Makram Khoury-Machool

About the esteemed Speakers:
Mrs Widad Kamel Kawar was born in Tulkarem and raised in Bethlehem. The family went to Aboud
during some vacations in the Ramallah area. Widad began to appreciate the nature of Palestinian
village life in the 1940s. She learned about costume and embroidery and the social relations of the
village, particularly among the women. A relative gave her two thobs or traditional costumes on one
occasion, dating back to the 1800s. That was the beginning of the Widad Kawar Collection.
Later, Widad married and moved to Amman. She started a family, all the time continuing her work.
Widad was a member of the YMCA and the Women's Auxiliary of the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency, a special body created after the Palestinian exodus in 1948. She also volunteered in
Hussein and Wihdat refugee camps in Jordan.
Today, Widad is a patron of preserving Arab dress who has received many prestigious awards,
including the Prince Claus International Award for Cultural and Development in 2014. She has been
a pioneer in raising awareness of the value and importance of Arab textile heritage through local and
international exhibitions.
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She has published several books, including 'Threads of Identity: Preserving Culture and Heritage',
which tells how the collection evolved and the life stories of the women who produced the costumes.
She is also the founder of Tiraz Centre in Amman, in which she is very much involved. The centre
houses the collection in the form of exhibitions and is open to the public.
Tania was born in Jerusalem and grew up in Ramallah where she received her high school diploma
from the Friends Girls School in 1958. She obtained a BA degree in English literature and Fine Arts
from the Beirut College for Women (now Lebanese American University) in Beirut – Lebanon in
1962.
Tania had had a long-time involvement in volunteer work with several women societies and cultural
organizations focusing on projects related to the development and promotion of the Palestinian
cultural heritage. In 1990, she coauthored with Widad Kamel Kawar,” Palestinian Embroidery;
Fallahi Cross-Stitch “, and in 2002 authored “Spring is Here – Embroidered Flowers of the
Palestinian Spring”. In 2018, she coauthored with Omar Joseph Nasser - Khoury, Shirabe Yamada,
Widad Kamel Kawar “Seventeen Embroidery Techniques from Palestine – an Instruction Manual”
In the year 2006, Tania (with Taline Voscharitchian) were guest editors of “Writing Palestine” for
“Words Without Borders” and in 2011, she co-translated into Arabic (with Fathieh Saudi) John
Berger’s novel “From A to X- a story in letters”.
Mrs Tania Tamari Nasir
Tania’s singing experience started at an early age, developing her talent with special emphasis on
classical signing. She has been active as soloist in several community choirs in Palestine and Jordan
and has performed several solo concerts locally and abroad.
Her main interest lies in signing experimental compositions- with lyrics based on modern Arabic
poetry. She has worked closely with contemporary composers such as: Rima Nasir Tarazi , Amin
Nasser, Patrick Lama and Agnes Bashir – singing works based on poems by Kamal Nasir, Fadwa
Touqan, Mahmoud Darwish, Badr Shakir Al-Sayyab and Jabra Ibrahim Jabra.

She is a soloist in “Dreams of my People” - a cassette recoding in 1989 of Palestinian songs about life
under occupation and a CD recording in 2006, “Ila Mata - Until When” also on the same subject.
Both recordings featured music and lyrics by Rima Nasir Tarazi.
Married to Hanna Nasir, has three sons and a daughter and two granddaughters. Currently lives in
Birzeit, Palestine.
Salua Qidan is a craft heritage researcher, curator and product designer, focused on the traditions of
the Levant’s dressmaking and textiles. Trained as an architect in Jordan in the mid 1990s, she started
her career as cofounder of SYNTAX, a multidisciplinary design company in Amman, Jordan, where
she specialized in book and exhibition design for art, culture and heritage projects.
Through her work with various cultural institutions she found herself drawn to the heritage of crafts
in Palestine, Jordan and Syria. A pivotal moment for her was the start of her collaboration in 2012
with Widad Kawar, the leading collector and authority on the heritage of Palestinian and Arab
dressmaking, designing Kawar’s seminal book Threads of Identity.
In 2015 Salua became a founding team member of Tiraz — The Widad Kawar Home for Arab Dress,
where she continues to serve as Creative Director. At Tiraz, Salua immersed herself in the knowledge
gained from experts and scholarly sources and her numerous encounters with embroiderer women
and other craft makers who are keeping the Levant’s fast-eroding traditions and techniques alive.
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In 2020 Salua founded Folkglory, a project inspired by her heritage journey. Through Folkglory
Salua designs contemporary products for heritage education and traditional craft enthusiasts.
Blending original research, curation, documentation and product development, Folkglory aims at
spreading the indigenous knowledge and skills embedded in the Levant’s rich dressmaking traditions
to a global audience. Folkglory’s first collection of embroidery kits was launched in 2021. Born in
Germany to a Palestinian father and German mother, she moved to Amman aged 15, experiencing
both a culture shock as a teenager, but also the beginning of a journey of understanding the roots of
the Arab Palestinian and Jordanian side of her heritage. She lives and works in Amman.
Shirabe Yamada is the executive director of Sunbula a Palestinian nonprofit fair trade organization,
and has worked extensively with local artisan groups since 2005. She is the general editor and coauthor of ’Seventeen Embroidery Techniques from Palestine: An Instruction Manual’ (Sunbula,
2019). Prior to joining Sunbula, Shirabe worked in the nonprofit sector in the San Francisco Bay
Area and in Palestine. She holds the Master of International Affairs degree from the School of
International and Public Affairs at Columbia University, NY. A native of Japan, she currently lives
in a picturesque town of Beit Jala.
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Dr Makram Khoury-Machool is the founding director of the Cambridge Centre for Palestine
Studies. He is an internationally renowned academic (and Public Intellectual) specialising in
International Relations and Political Communications. Dr Khoury-Machool is the author of many
academic publications on Palestine, the media and Palestine and Palestinian media;
communicating war (such as: kidnap videos; Internet and uprisings; war, audiences and
propaganda; Syria and Palestine). As a media practitioner (1980s & 1990s), he was acclaimed as
the journalist who announced the outbreak of the first Palestinian Intifada in December 1987.
During his coverage of the unfolding events in the Gaza strip, he was shot in the face and rescued
under fire. In 1990 he awarded the International Reuters Award for Journalism in 1990. During
the academic year 1990–91, Khoury-Machool was a Reuters Research Fellow at the University of
Oxford. In 1996 Khoury-Machool was elected by the World Economic Forum (Geneva-Davos) as
one of 100 Young Global Leaders (GLTs).
Between 1999-2002 he completed his PhD., at SOAS, University of London, where he also
taught. Since October 2003 he taught and supervised at the University of Cambridge and other
English universities.
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