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-

Majdoline Al-Ghazawi, Designer & Gallery Owner

-

Leen Alnajjab, Solicitor (trainee) and Narrator

-

Chris Conti, Journalist and Writer

-

Lina Meruane, Scholar and Writer

-

Najwa Najjar, Film Writer & Director

-

Fakhri Saleh, Author and Literary Critic

Director and Convener: Dr Makram Khoury-Machool

About the esteemed panelists (In alphabetical order):
Majdoline Al-Ghazawi founded Dar Al-Anda Art Gallery in 1998 and has been running it
ever since in the areas of curation, selection of artwork and overall management. The gallery
is now approaching its 25th (year) anniversary. Dar Al-Anda, over the years, has held
exhibitions for multi-disciplinary artists, both accomplished and aspiring, to stay true to its
core mission of exposing artwork that has a solid cultural message and one that aims to bring
original creations to local and regional audiences.
Majdoline’s inclination towards art started at a young age. She found herself fascinated by the
stained-glass windows in her school and began designing and selling handicrafts, and
eventually artwork in her late teens.
Having founded Dar Al-Anda in 1998, Majdoline plays an active role in overseeing in daily
operations and long-term direction.

Majdoline Al-Ghazawi

Leen Alnajjab is currently a trainee solicitor, living in London. She is the grand - daughter of
Abdel Rahman Alnajjab, who is featured as one of the Palestinians in the book ‘Memories of
1948.’ Abdel Rahman was an agricultural engineer, author and educator. He worked with the
United Nations and other educational institutions in Jordan and Palestine.
Leen spent the summer of 2018 with her grandfather before he passed and spoke to him about
their roots, history and family ties. In their final lunch, together, he mentioned that an author,
Chris Conti, had been to visit him. Abdul Rahman told Leen that he had been interviewed for
the book ‘Memories of 1948.’ Chris titled Abdul Rahman’s piece ‘The Land that Feeds Us.’
This title inspired Leen to write about the land that once fed her and the land that continues to
feed her, albeit not in the physical sense but in the mental sense.
Home and identity are constant themes in the diaspora’s language, and this was the case for
Leen. As an immigrant in the diaspora, Leen often wondered who she was in the world and
where is home, really? Reading the piece about her grandfather inspired her to write in her
own words about the land that feeds her and the painful distance from it.
Leen launched her blog ‘Under the Grapevine’ at the end of 2020. On Under the Grapevine,
Leen writes about identity and food and their strong interlink.
It was Chris who inspired Leen to write. Accordingly, Leen was keen to meet with Chris and
tell her of that inspiration. The two met in Amman in early 2021 and have developed a strong
friendship since.
In one of her posts on Under the Grapevine, Leen writes ‘as a granddaughter of an agricultural
engineer and niece of another, I’m ashamed to admit how little appreciation I had for Mother
Nature and the way the earth feeds us before the past few years. The land that feeds us is
constantly going through change and depending on the season, she feeds us what she can
offer. But she always delivers. I only hope to reflect her strength as a human and offer love
and a lot of food to those around me. In that sense, food and identity have been intertwined for
so long as I can remember.’

Leen Alnajjab

Chris Conti has worked as a journalist for magazines and book publishers for more than 25 years,
in English, French and Spanish. Living in the Middle East in the last 7 years, she listened to the
testimonies of Palestinian elders and understood how important it was to record their testimony,
write them and transmit it beyond. Specially in regions where people do not know what happened
to Palestinians in 1948 and cannot therefore understand what happens in the whole Middle East
nowadays.
Conti believes that these elders are the authors of this book, which is dedicated to their life before,
during and after 1948.

Chris Conti
Lina Meruane is an award-winning Chilean writer and scholar. She has published two collections
of short stories and five novels into several languages. In English are her latest: Seeing Red
(Atlantic) and Nervous System (Atlantic).
Meruane has written several non-fiction books, among which is her Palestinian memoir. She
received the prestigious Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz Novel Prize (Mexico 2012), the Anna Seghers
Prize (Germany, 2011) as well as grants from the Guggenheim Foundation, the National
Endowment for the Arts, and a DAAD Writer in Residence in Berlin, among others. She currently
teaches Global Cultures and Creative Writing at New York University.

Lina Meruane
Najwa Najjar is an award-winning Jordanian and Palestinian movie maker and film writer, who has
worked in both documentary and fiction since 2000. Writer/Director Najjar has explored several
new artistic grounds having written, directed and produced over a dozen critically acclaimed awardwinning films premiering in Cairo, Berlin, Cannes, Locarno and Sundance. In 2020 she was invited
to join the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences and is also a member of the European
Film Academy.
Her critically acclaimed debut was the feature film Pomegranates and Myrrh (2009). Her second
award winning film Eyes of a Thief (2014) was the Palestinian nomination for the 2015 Oscars
Best Foreign Film. Her third feature film Between Heaven and Earth won the 41st Cairo IFF Naguib
Mahfouz Best Screenplay award among a long slate of international awards, and was selected to
the European Film Academy Awards, Golden Globes, Asia Pacific Screen Awards and nominated
to the Icelandic Film and TV Awards. Najjar is presently in development of her 4th feature film
Kiss of a Stranger, a musical to be filmed in Egypt.
Najwa is a speaker on numerous panels and a Jury member of several International Film Festivals.
She has given Director's Masterclasses, most recently at the University of Southern California.
Najjar has reviewed books and has several published articles on Palestinian cinema. She has been
a reader for the Rawi Sundance Lab for Arab scriptwriters and has been an advisor to them. She
has also given directing classes on set to refugees in Jordan interested in filmmaking.

Najwa Najjar

Fakhri Saleh is a leading critic of contemporary Arabic literature. He studied English literature
and philosophy at the University of Jordan. He served as the Vice President of the Arab Writers
Union and acted as the Head of the Cultural Department at Ad-Dustour newspaper (Jordan). He
worked as the head of Arabic Publishing in Bloomsbury- Qatar Foundation 2014- 2016. He is the
president of PEN – Jordan. The author of many books about Palestinian literature, the Arabic
novel, poetry, and literary criticism, Saleh has also published two books on Edward Said and
translated Terry Eagleton's Criticism and Ideology and Tzvetan Todorov's Mikhail Bakhtin: The
Dialogical Principle, into Arabic.
He contributed to the German speaking daily Neue Zürcher Zeitung based in Zurich, and
Qantara.de based in Germany. Some of his essays and articles about Arabic literature and culture
appeared in The Toronto Star (Canada), The London Magazine (UK), New Politics (US),
Internationale Politik (Germany). He was a member of the jury of the International Prize for
Arabic fiction (2009), the Naguib Mahfouz Medal for Literature (2006- 2012), among other
prizes.

Fakhri Saleh

His book Karahiyat Al-Islam, discussing the encounter of Islam in intellectual circles in America
and Britain and focusing on Bernard Lewis, Samuel Huntington and V. S. Naipaul, appeared in
2016. The most recent of his publications is a big volume of Selected Poems of Mahmoud
Darwish, with a critical introduction (2021).

Dr Makram Khoury-Machool is the founding director of the Cambridge Centre for Palestine
Studies. He is an internationally renowned academic (and Public Intellectual) specialising in
International Relations and Political Communications. Dr Khoury-Machool is the author of many
academic publications on Palestine, the media and Palestine and Palestinian media;
communicating war (such as: kidnap videos; Internet and uprisings; war, audiences and
propaganda; Syria and Palestine). As a media practitioner (1980s & 1990s), he was acclaimed as
the journalist who announced the outbreak of the first Palestinian Intifada in December 1987.
During his coverage of the unfolding events in the Gaza strip, he was shot in the face and rescued
under fire. In 1990 he awarded the International Reuters Award for Journalism in 1990. During
the academic year 1990–91, Khoury-Machool was a Reuters Research Fellow at the University of
Oxford. In 1996 Khoury-Machool was elected by the World Economic Forum (Geneva-Davos) as
one of 100 Young Global Leaders (GLTs).
Between 1999-2002 he completed his PhD., at SOAS, University of London, where he also
taught. Since October 2003 he taught and supervised at the University of Cambridge and other
English universities.
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