Death, Devastation and International Law in the Gaza Strip/Palestine
A Panel Discussion with International Legal Experts

The Cambridge Centre for Palestine Studies invites you to attend a
panel discussion with international legal experts about the May/2021
armed conflict in Palestine.
Date: Thursday 20th May 2021 Time: 5.30-7.00pm (BST-UK), 7:30-9.00pm (Palestine)
Given the global pandemic, and until further notice, the CCPS Book Discussion
Series and other events will be held via online facilities:
Via Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87859470399
Webinar ID: 878 5947 0399
Via Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/161574685877823 (Cambridge Centre
for Palestine Studies Facebook Group)
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Dr Makram Khoury-Machool
LANGUAGE:
This event will be conducted in ENGLISH.

About the esteemed panelists (In alphabetical order):

Professor Christine Chinkin CMG FBA is Professorial Research Fellow in the Centre for
Women, Peace and Security, where she leads three major projects: ‘A Feminist International
Law of Peace and Security’ funded by the AHRC, ‘Gendered Peace’ funded by the ERC and
the UKRI GCRF Gender, Justice and Security Hub. Professor Chinkin was Director of
the Centre for Women, Peace and Security from 2015-2018.
Professor Chinkin is a leading expert on international law and human rights law, especially
the international human rights of women. In 2000, her co-authored, ground-breaking book
with Hilary Charlesworth, ‘The Boundaries of International Law: a feminist analysis’
examined the status of women in human rights and international law’. In 2005, in
recognition of this and other contributions, Chinkin and Charlesworth were awarded the
American Society of International Law, Goler T. Butcher Medal 'for outstanding
contributions to the development or effective realization of international human rights law'.
Professor Chinkin has been a consultant or advisor to UN bodies on a range of issues
including human trafficking gender-based persecution in armed conflict, peace agreements
and gender and violence against women. She was a member of the UN fact-finding missions
to Gaza in 2007 (Beit Hanoun) and 2009 (the Goldstone Report).
Professor Chinkin is a leading expert on the UN Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). She co-edited the seminal book ‘The
UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women: A
Commentary’ and authored the chapter on violence against women and girls. She was
scientific advisor to the Council of Europe Committee that drafted the Convention on
Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (the 'Istanbul Convention'), the most farreaching international treaty aimed at tackling violence against women and domestic
violence. She is a Fellow of the British Academy, a barrister and an academic member of
Matrix Chambers. She was appointed Companion of the Order of St Michael and St George
(CMG) in the 2017 Birthday Honours for services to advancing women's human rights
worldwide.

Prof. Christine Chinkin

Professor John Dugard is currently Emeritus Professor of International Law at Leiden
University in the Netherlands. He has a long and illustrious career as an academic and
practitioner in international law bodies and at the United Nations. He was Special
Rapporteur on the Human Rights Situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory from 2001
to 2008.
He has served on the International Law Commission, the primary UN institution for the
development of international law and has been active in reporting on human-rights
violations by Israel in the Palestinian territories.
He obtained his BA (1956) and LLB (1958) degrees at Stellenbosch University (South
Africa) and a second LLB (1964) and LL.D degree, a diploma in International Law (1965)
and an LL.D (1980), all from Cambridge University. His academic career began in South
Africa at the University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg where he became Dean and
Professor of Law (1978-1990). He became Director of the Lauterpacht Centre for
International Law at the University of Cambridge from 1995 -1997. He has also been
Professor of Law at the Centre for Human Rights at the University of Pretoria. He has held
visiting professorships at Princeton University, Duke University, UC Berkeley and
University of Pennsylvania, and University of New South Wales (Australia) and served as
Arthur Goodhart visiting Professor of Legal Science, University of Cambridge and a Fellow
at Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge. He taught at The Hague Academy of International
Law.

Prof. John Dugard

He has held numerous prestigious offices including President of the South African Institute
of Race Relations (1980-1991), Founder and member of the National Council for Lawyers
for Human Rights (1980-1991) and Chancellor to Bishop Desmond Tutu (1985 -1987).
Professor Dugard has served as a member of the International Law Commission of the
United Nations since 1997 and became its Special Rapporteur on Diplomatic Protection. He
was appointed as Chairman of the UN Commission on Human Rights inquiry for occupied
Palestinian territory. He has been a member of numerous societies including the American
Society of International Law, the International Law Association, Institut de Droit
International and the International Committee of the Red Cross.
He has written several books and articles on apartheid, human rights, and international law,
in addition to co-authoring textbooks on criminal law and procedure, and international
law. He has also written extensively on South African apartheid. His latest publication
is Confronting Apartheid. A Personal History of South Africa, Namibia and
Palestine, Jacana, Johannesburg,2018.
Richard Falk is Albert Milbank Professor of International Law and Practice Emeritus,
Princeton University and currently Research Fellow, Orfalea Centre of Global Studies,
UCSB. He was UN Special Rapporteur for Occupied Palestine from 2008 to 2014. In 2017
he co-authored a UN report entitled “Israeli Practices towards the Palestinian People and the
Question of Apartheid” which generated controversy and widespread discussion. He is
Senior Vice President of the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation, and previously Chair of its
Board (2005-2012). He directed a project on ‘Climate Change and Democracy’ under the
auspices of the Orfalea Centre at the University of California Santa Barbara
(UCSB).Professor Falk has served as a member of independent international commissions
devoted to the public order of the oceans, Kosovo War, and the International Law Rights of
Catalonia. He has published widely on diverse topics including the new global order, a just
peace in Palestine and the Vietnam War. He has also published a volume of poetry, Waiting
for Rainbows (2016). He has been nominated annually for the Nobel Peace Prize since 2008.
Prof. Richard Falk

Raji Sourani has been dedicated to the promotion and protection of human rights in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory throughout his professional career, despite the personal and
professional sacrifices he has been forced to make in the process. He has been an active
lawyer since his qualification in 1977, representing a wide variety of victims of human rights
abuses. He received many honors in his career, most recent of which is the Right Livelihood
Award for 2013. Despite periods of political imprisonment in Israel; years of harassment and
violence from the Israeli military; harassment from the Palestinian Authority; and even death
threats from Palestinian fundamentalist parties, Raji has maintained an unwavering
commitment to human rights. He has been an advocate for basic human rights standards both
at a domestic and international level and has refused to curtail his outspoken criticisms of
failures by Israel, the Palestinian Authority, political parties and other states to adhere to
human rights standards.

Adv. Raji Sourani

Despite the obstacles faced, Raji continues to promote and protect human rights through the
Palestinian Centre for Human Rights, which he founded in 1995 with a group of fellow
lawyers and human rights activists in the Gaza Strip. Raji has spearheaded this award-winning
Centre since its establishment and continues to ensure that the Centre provides legal and other
services to victims of human rights abuses in the Gaza Strip, enabling them to seek justice and
reparation. A committed family man, Raji has been blessed with an equally committed and
understanding family, providing love and encouragement through even the worst times. Raji's
wife in particular has proved the strongest source of support, despite the often-great sacrifices
that his work has brought to their life.
Throughout the recent challenges presented during the years of the second Intifada and during
the Israeli offensive on the Gaza Strip (Operation Cast Lead), Raji has remained stalwart in
his determination that the Centre will continue to provide services to the maximum number
of victims. He has managed to achieve this aim and the centre continues to respond effectively
to the challenges faced in the Gaza Strip and throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory.

Dr Makram Khoury-Machool is the founding director of the Cambridge Centre for Palestine
Studies. He is an internationally renowned academic (and Public Intellectual) specialising in
International Relations and Political Communications. Dr Khoury-Machool is the author of
many academic publications on Palestine, the media and Palestine and Palestinian media;
communicating war (such as: kidnap videos; Internet and uprisings; war, audiences and
propaganda; Syria and Palestine). As a media practitioner (1980s & 1990s), he was
acclaimed as the journalist who announced the outbreak of the first Palestinian Intifada in
December 1987. During his coverage of the unfolding events in the Gaza strip, he was shot
in the face and rescued under fire. In 1990 he awarded the International Reuters Award for
Journalism in 1990. During the academic year 1990–91, Khoury-Machool was a Reuters
Research Fellow at the University of Oxford. In 1996 Khoury-Machool was elected by the
World Economic Forum (Geneva-Davos) as one of 100 Young Global Leaders (GLTs).
Between 1999-2002 he completed his PhD., at SOAS, University of London, where he also
taught. Since October 2003 he taught and supervised at the University of Cambridge and
other English universities.
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